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tence. And I feel that such a program as that implied in the Powell Amendment 
will do a great deal to implement the noble and sublime principles of our Con- 
stitution. It seems to me that this is not only a political issue but a deep and eter- 
nal moral issue. 

As I have said above this is not at all an easy problem. I wish the time would per- 
mit me to go into it with you in greater detail. But it seems to be impossible at this 
time. In the meantime, however, it is my sincere hope that the Federal Govern- 
ment will become much more aggressive and positive in the area of civil rights, 
realizing that the civil rights issue is not some ephemeral domestic issue that can 
be kicked around by reactionary politicians, but it is an eternal moral issue which 
may well determine the destiny of our nation in the ideological struggle with 
Communism. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Martin L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLICmlb 
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To Alexander L. Burns 

2 May 1957 
[Montgomery, Ala. ] 

In a z5 April letter, Burns, a f m  Dexterparishioner who had moved to Chicago 
prior to Kings arrival, asked King if it was safe f w  black people to travel in the 
South: “Reading so many items in the Press, concerning the Racial conditions there, 
and not knowing which to believe, Z am taking this @vilege to ask your candid 
opinion as to my coming there to visit. . . . please let me know by return mail, ifyou 
think that Mypiend (lady) and may be another couple, with us, will meet up with 
any trouble, or discomf&, by the hands of any one ar ones.”’ 

Mr. Alexander L. Burns 
11306 So. Bishop St. 
Chicago 43, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Burns: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your very kind letter of recent date. I am very 
happy to know of your intended trip for the south in general and Montgomery in 
particular. It is always good to have visitors come in to our city. Let me assure you 

1.  Alexander L. Burns (1889-1973), born near Mount Meigs, Alabama, received his high school 
196 diploma (191 n) from Alabama State Normal School (later Alabama State University). 
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that conditions are not so bad in the south and in Montgomery that you would 
face difficulty in coming here on a visit. I am sure that you will receive most of the 
basic courtesies even from white persons on the road as you travel. There may be 
occasional hostilities, but on the whole Negro passengers driving on the highway 
are treated with a great deal of courtesy. So I would advise you to definitely come 
to the south if you feel inclined. And I am certain that you will face only a mini- 
mum of difficulties if any at all. The south of today is quite different from the 
south of twenty-five years ago. You will find many conditions that have actually 
changed. It would be a real experience for you and your friends, so I would urge 
you to come. 

Very sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLRmlb 

(Dictated by Rev. King, but transcribed and signed in his absence.) 
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To Frank J. Gregory 

7 May 1957 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King solicits support for the Prayer Pilgrimage fiom a Montgomery labor leader. 

Mr. Frank J. Gregory, President’ 
Shirt Workers Union, Local #490 
2 100 Early Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Mr. Gregory: 

On the seventeenth of May, 1957 we will commemorate the third anniversary 
of the Supreme Court’s momentous decision outlawing segregation by leading a 
prayer pilgrimage to Washington, D.C. On that day thousands of Negroes and 
white persons of goodwill from all over the country will assemble at the Lincoln 
Memorial and have a service about two hours in length. The overall purpose of 
this pilgrimage is to arouse the conscience of the nation in favor of racial justice. 

1 .  Frank J. Gregory (1920-), horn in Montgomery County, Alabama, graduated from Lutheran 
School in 1936. He became a garment cutter at the Reliance Manufacturing Company in Mont- 
gomery in 1938. There he helped organize the Shirt Workers Union, Local 490, which won recogni- 
tion in 1945. Gregory became the union’s vice president that year and was  elected president of the lo- 
cal in 1950. He is the husband of Hazel Gregory, MJAsecretaryfrom 1956 to 1958. 197 
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